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T h e C om m o n S e r v i c e

Hymn --------------------------------------- Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

CW 142

1. Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!

God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness. 

See the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison 

And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has risen.

2. All the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying 

From his light, to whom we give Laud and praise undying. 

Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark portal 

Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold him as a mortal.

3. But today among his own Christ appeared, bestowing 

Blessed peace, which evermore Passes human knowing. 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness.
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Praise

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from 

the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people 

gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson ----------------------------------------------------------------- Acts 4:8–12

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said

to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel,

if  we are  being questioned today for  a  kind act

that was done for the lame man, as to how this

man has been healed, let it be known to all of you

and to all the people of Israel that it was by the

name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you cru-

cified, whom God raised from the dead!  By him

this man stands before you healed.  This Jesus is

the stone that was rejected by you builders, which

has become the cornerstone. 

“There is salvation in no one else, for there is

no other name under heaven given to people by

which we must be saved.” 
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Psalm of the Day ------------------------------------------------------------ Psalm 118

CW p.108

Refrain
This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!|

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!

The Lord is my strength and my song;*

he has become my salvation.

The Lord’S right hand is lifted high;*

the Lord’S right hand has done mighty things!

I will not die but live,*

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

Refrain

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;*

you have become my salvation.

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;*

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day the Lord has made;*

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ---------------------------------------------------------- 1 John 1:1–2:2

That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,

which  we  have  observed  and  our  hands  have

touched regarding the Word of Life— the life ap-
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peared, and we have seen it. We testify and pro-

claim to you the eternal life, which was with the

Father and has appeared to us. We are proclaiming

what we have seen and heard also to you, so that

you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship

is  with the Father and his  Son Jesus Christ.  We

write these things to you so that our joy may be

complete. 

This is the message we heard from him and

proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is no

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with

him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do

not put the truth into practice. But if we walk in

the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellow-

ship  with  one  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus

Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say

we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the

truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we confess  our  sins,  he  is

faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we

have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and

his Word is not in us. 

My children, I write these things to you so

that you will not sin. If anyone does sin, we have

an Advocate before the Father:  Jesus Christ,  the

Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our

sins, and not only for ours but also for the whole

world. 

Verse of the Day Luke 24:32
Tune: CW 149

Stand.

Gospel -------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 24:36–49

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

As they were talking about these things, Je-

sus himself stood among them and said to them,

“Peace be with you.” 

But they were terrified and frightened and
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thought they were looking at a ghost. 

He  said  to  them,  “Why  are  you  troubled?

Why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my

hands and my feet. It is I myself.  Touch me and

see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones

as you see that I have.” When he had said this, he

showed them his hands and his feet. While they

still  did not believe it (because of their joy), and

while they were still wondering, he said to them,

“Do you have anything here to eat?” 

They gave him a piece  of  broiled  fish and

some honeycomb. He took it and ate in front of

them.  He  said  to  them,  “These  are  my  words,

which I spoke to you while I was still with you:

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about

me in  the  Law of  Moses,  the  Prophets,  and the

Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand

the Scriptures.  He said to them, “This is what is

written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer

and rise from the dead on the third day, and re-

pentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached

in  his  name  to  all  nations,  beginning  from

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. Look,

I am sending you what my Father promised. But

stay in the city until you are clothed with power

from on high.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ----------------------------- Like the Golden Sun Ascending

CW 147

1. Like the golden sun ascending,

Breaking through the gloom of night,

On the earth its glory spending

So that darkness takes to flight,

Thus my Jesus from the grave

And death’s dismal, dreadful cave

Rose triumphant Easter morning

At the early purple dawning.

2. Thanks to you, O Christ victorious!

Thanks to you, O Lord of life!

Death has now no power o’er us,

You have conquered in the strife.

Thanks because you did arise

And have opened paradise!

None can fully sing the glory

Of the resurrection story.
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3. You have died for my transgression;

All my sins on you were laid.

You have won for me salvation;

On the cross my debt was paid.

From the grave I shall arise

And shall meet you in the skies.

Death itself is transitory;

I shall lift my head in glory.

4. Grant me grace, O blessed Savior,

And your Holy Spirit send

That my life and my behavior

May be pleasing to the end,

That I may not fall again

Into death’s grim pit and pain,

Whence by grace you have retrieved me

And from which you have relieved me.

5. For the joy your advent gave me,

For your gospel’s great reward,

For your baptism which has saved me,

For your supper and your Word,

For your death, the bitter scorn,

For your resurrection morn:

Lord, I thank you and extol you,

And in heav’n I shall behold you.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 24:36–49

The Risen Jesus Opens Our Minds to Understand the Scriptures

Stand.
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After the sermon, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.
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M: Lord God, in Your presence we find fullness of joy, and by Your right hand, 

Christ Jesus, You win and deliver peace forevermore. In the midst of this 

world’s sins and sorrows, give us peace in the knowledge of His salvation 

and confident hope in the resurrection of the dead. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer.

M: Heavenly Father, by the incarnation of Your Son and the reconciliation of 

His cross, You have made us Your children and gathered us into Your Holy 

Church. Sustain the preaching of Your Holy Word and its message of repen-

tance for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name among us and all the na-

tions of the world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Give peace, Lord, to our homes and enliven them by Christ’s resurrected 

life. Let the forgiveness of sins reign among husbands and wives, parents 

and children. Assure those who live alone that they, too, are Your children, 

upheld by Your right hand. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Almighty God, preserve our nation and its leaders, especially Joseph Biden, 

our president, and Michael Parson, our governor. Preserve order and de-

cency in this fallen world by their hands and restrain the sins and decep-

tions of the lawless, that we may practice righteousness while awaiting the 

eternal peace promised in Christ’s wounds alone. Lord, in Your mercy, hear

our prayer.

M: God of all comfort, You have compassion on those who are afflicted. Re-

member and have mercy on [_____________ and] all those in need of Your 

healing and deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Your Son’s crucifixion all sins have been 

blotted out. Send us now the blessed refreshment of His bodily presence in 

the Sacrament of the Altar, and make us fit partakers in repentance for the 

forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrec-

tion of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away 

the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only members would come 
forward to receive this sacrament. If you have any questions, please speak with the pastor.

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn -------------------------------------------------------- He’s Risen, He’s Risen

CW 143

1. He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;

He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word.

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song

And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong.

2. The foe was triumphant when on Calvary

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

3. But short was their triumph; The Savior arose,

And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes.

The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high;

He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die.

4. Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.

For all our transgressions his blood does atone;

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own.
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5. Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.

Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,

Who now sits in glory and ever shall reign.

Hymn --------------------------------------------- Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

CW 145

1. Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!

Death no longer can appall me.

Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!

From the grave Christ will recall me.

Brighter scenes will then commence;

This shall be my confidence.

2. Jesus lives! To him the throne 

High o’er heav’n and earth is given.

I shall go where he is gone,

Live and reign with him in heaven.

God is faithful; doubtings, hence!

This shall be my confidence.

3. Jesus lives! For me he died;

Hence will I, to Jesus living,

Pure in heart and act abide,

Praise to him and glory giving.

All I need God will dispense;

This shall be my confidence.

16



4. Jesus lives! I know full well

Nothing me from him shall sever,

Life nor death nor pow’rs of hell

Part me now from Christ forever.

God will be a sure defense;

This shall be my confidence.

5. Jesus lives! And now is death 

But the gate to life immortal; 

This shall calm my trembling breath 

When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

“Jesus is my confidence!”

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.

Hymn ---------------------------------------- At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

CW 141

1. At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King,

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from his pierced side. Alleluia!
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2. Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie.

You have conquered in the fight; 

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

3. Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise, 

And your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia!

4. Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!

5. Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days,

Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia!

The Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) 
copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “Saint Peter and Saint John Heal a Lame Man” from “Treasures of the Bible” 
by Henry Davenport Northrop, 1894.
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